Gynaecological cancer screening.
One hundred years ago cervical cancer was rapidly fatal, regardless of therapy rendered. Today with cytological screening, early diagnosis is possible and ablative therapy can be instituted in appropriate cases. The advent of coloscopy has helped reduce unnecessary cone biopsy for diagnosis. However, the same cannot be said of the use of cytology for screening endometrial cancer, and often endometrial tissue biopsy is necessary. Ovarian cancer is notoriously silent in its early stages and symptoms if present are generally non-specific. To date there is no other useful and reliable method for its early detection than routine pelvic examination. An annual cytological screening test for cervical cancer will give an opportunity for examination of the breasts, abdomen and pelvis. Screening techniques for female genital tract malignancies are discussed.